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16. Ecotourism

Chapter objectives 
Tourism is a popular hobby and an important economic activity. There are different reasons that people use to chose holiday destinations.
This chapter aims to: 
1. Introduce the concept of ecotourism.
2. Make people reflect on the meaning of tourism and the protecting the environment.

16.1. Holidays
	This chapter includes a number of questions and activities, which we hope makes you think about the ethical issues of travel and holidays.  Have fun! If you cannot think of where you have been, then think about what you would like to do.
Q1		      Reflect for five to ten minutes on two or three recent holidays you had. 
      Where did you go?  What kind of activities did you engage in?
Q2       Make a list of things you enjoyed the most and the least?
Q3       Compare your list with others. Think of some possible reasons why you liked or disliked these activities?
Now, read this postcard together …

                                          15 July 2003
Dear Lisa,

Thanks for the letter.  It’s really hot in the city.  Do you think I have  hope to shed a few kilos?  Happy to know you have settled in your new  home .

I took a 4-day break in Palawan,  such a lovely place !  I went  island hopping around Honda Bay.  And I also  have  a picture with  a crocodile  from the  Wildlife Conservation Institute, if that’s anything to brag about.  

Oh, my sister came over for a 2 week visit.  It was fun being with her again.  

Take care,
Maria 
 






TO:    Lisa Yamamoto
	Fukuroda Heights

          Sakura 2-1-1
          Tsuchiura, Ibaraki
           Japan 305-005

FROM:  Maria Santos
	Rizal Drive

Happy Village
Quezon City
Philippines 1001


Q4.	What kind of holiday did Maria have? Did she enjoy her holiday? 
Why do you think so? What do you think she did on her holiday?
Q5.         Write postcards to each other about your recent holiday.

16.2  Tourism and Nature

Q6.  Look at the words below.  Are there any words that you don’t understand?  
Can you guess what they mean?
  
 
Adventure Racing		Sustainable Tourism	  	Trekking
River Rafting		Bungee Jumping		Bird Watching
Spelunking			Photo Safari			Scuba Diving
Swimming			Surfing			Cultural Tours
Whale/Dolphin Watching	Going to zoos			Canopy Walking
Repelling                             Archaeological Tours		Shell Collecting
Beach bumming		Alternative Tourism		Looking at Flowers
Listening to Nature             Fishing/ Hunting	           Collecting Insects


Q7.  Now, classify them according to Martha Honey’s classification scheme:
Wildlife Tourism: observing animals in their native habitat.
Nature Tourism: traveling to remote areas to enjoy and experience nature
Adventure Tourism: nature tourism involving risk-taking activities.

Wildlife Tourism
 Nature Tourism
Adventure Tourism
















Can you think of any other activities for each of these types?
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16.3. What is Ecotourism?

Read what some people have thought about ecotourism:

                                                                    

Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the well-being of local people.
 

Travelling to relatively undisturbed or uncontaminated natural areas with the specific objective of studying, admiring, and enjoying the scenery and its wild plants and animals, as well as any existing cultural manifestation.
                                                                                                 











Hector Ceballos Lascurain
                                                             The Ecotourism Society


Q8. Think about your classification in the section 7.2 and the table you made.  Which of the activities can be considered as ecotourism?

Q9.   Write your own definition of ecotourism…






                                     Name: 

16.4  Ecotour Packages

        Q10.  Quickly scan for the main attractions of the ecotour packages offered by H&M Travel. What words would be appealing to a potential customer?

           Q11.    Which ecotour package would you choose? Why?

	Q12.   Are the two packages true examples of ecotourism?

    

H & M Travel 

To:	  Mario Gonzalez
From: Teresa Bautista
Date:	4/12/04
Re:	Ecotour Package 
Dear Mr. Gonzalez,

Greetings from H&M Travel!
It is nice to hear from you again.  Regarding your inquiry, please find details as follows.
For further assistance, please feel free to write to us. We will be glad to assist you.

Best wishes,
Teresa 

Ecotour Package A: Mountain Adventure

Visit  the mystical mountains where a world of raw and unspoilt treasures
 unfold.  Come and behold the grandeur of breathtaking Crystal Falls.  
Go wild along the river, trekking through primitive mountain trails. Witness 
the glory of life in the legendary mountains for a bargain price of  $100 !!!! 
 Rates are inclusive of three nights accommodation and full breakfast/lunch
/dinner daily.  Leaves on M/W/F.

Ecotour Package B: Fun in the Sun

Soak up the sun at White Point, a place where magnificent mountains 
meet blue seas. Go windsurfing, sea-kayaking, boating, snorkeling! 
See a myriad of colors in the coral reefs teeming with breathtaking biodiversity.  
Simply relax and experience our special hibiscus aromatherapy and massage 
treatment.  All these and more for a special price of $175!!! Rates are inclusive
 of two nights accommodation and breakfast.  Leaves on T/Th/Sat. 
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16.5 Interview with the Batcave Guide


Mr. Anderson: How far is it to the batcave?
Mike:  It’s just a 30-minute hike up the mountain, sir.
Mr. A: Is it dangerous?
Mike: No, sir. I’ve been taking visitors up there since I was 8.
Mr. A:  That young?
Mike:  Around these parts, work is hard to come by…so children need to help their parents earn a living.
Mr. A: How much will it cost to hire your services for the day?
Mike: It’s up to you ,sir. But the Tour Guide Association charges tourists a daily rate of $ 20.
Mr. A:  How much goes to you?
Mike:  Well, half goes to the association, bike rental fees cost $4, $ 3 for gasoline, $1 for entrance fee and the rest goes to me.
Mr. A:  Entrance fee?
Mike: For the batcave, sir.

Batcave entrance…
Mr. A: It is stinky.
Mike:  Yes, that’s the odor of the bats.
Watch your step, sir. 


Let’s think:

Who benefits from ecotourism?
Does it contribute to environmental conservation?
What do ecotourists learn?
Are there any potential risks involved?

 






Profile

Name:   Mike  Santos
Age:  29
Marital Status:  Married
# of Children:  2
Occupation: Tour Guide
Income:   $2 /day


Mr. A:  What is that net doing there?
Mike: Oh, the one hanging at the mouth of the cave?  That’s for catching bats.
Mr. A: Why in the world  would you want to catch bats? 
Mike: Bats are a delicacy in this region. We usually eat them during feasts.
Mr. A:  Really? 
Mike: No kidding, sir. Bat meat is quite expensive when sold in town.
Mr. A:  How do you cook it?
Mike:  It’s usually boiled in soysauce and vinegar, topped with chopped onions. 
Quite delicious ! Would you like to try some, sir?
Mr. A:  Maybe, next time.

Into the depths… 

Mr. A: Oh, it’s fabulous down here. Those stalactites are simply wonderful!
Mike:  Yes, they are. Please use this umbrella, sir.
Mr. A: Umbrella?
Mike: ….the bat droppings, sir.


16.6. Once in a South Pacific Island…
   


Island A, located in the South Pacific, has a local population of 800 people.  In the early 1900s, the island was dependent on fishing and agriculture.  Huts were made from coconut leaves. Non-islanders seldom visited this island in the middle of nowhere. All this changed in the 1960s when a film crew “discovered” the island. Images of white sand beaches were shown in various cinemas around the world. Some enterprising locals, with the help of foreign investment, then developed the island into a tropical paradise get-away for weary travelers. The 1970s saw the advent of rich tourists looking for exotic holidays away from civilization. More tourists came to the island in the 1980s.  No longer was the island a quiet fishing community.


Q13.  What could be a good title for this story?

Q14.  What do you think happens next? Write your own version.




16.7. Case Study: Ecotourism in the Philippines

As you read the following, what would you say are the key words of the passage?


The Philippines, a developing country in South East Asia, is faced with the challenges of an increasing population, poverty, inequality, and corruption. With more than a quarter of the Filipino population falling below the poverty threshold, the pressure for productivity and growth has led to practices that have resulted in environmental stress and degradation. In response, the Philippine government has adopted the rhetoric of sustainable development as defined by the 1987 World Commission on Environment and Development. Government policies on economic development have reflected this vision of sustainability and poverty reduction. A major part of the government’s economic development plan is ecotourism.  

Ecotourism, as a Philippine government policy, had its roots in the 1991, 20-year Tourism Master Plan developed by the Philippine Department of Tourism, the United Nations Development Program, and the World Tourism Organization. This blueprint on the development of the tourism industry aims to “be sensitive”, “contribute to livelihood”, “minimize impact of negative factors”,   “maximize and generate sustainable growth” .In 1998, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the Department of Tourism issued a joint-memorandum, Guide Laws for Ecotourism Development in the Philippines, wherein ecotourism was defined as:
 “ A low-impact, environmentally-sound and community-participatory tourism activity in a given natural environment that enhances the conservation of biophysical understanding and education and yields socio-economic benefits to the concerned community.”
The present government has reiterated the importance of tourism as “ a major engine of socio-economic development”. Specifically, it has been promoting ecotourism as a key to sustainable development.
                                                                           -excerpt from Ng, 2002
Reading Analysis:
Q15.   There are a lot of words you probably don’t know in this text.  How many of them do you need to know? If you could only know three words, which would they be? Are there any words you want to know?
Q16.   What is the point-of-view of the author? Which word/phrase/part indicates the
           message of the text? What is the tone of the text?
Q17.     Who is being addressed?  What kind of time and place is it set in? 
Q18.     Do you agree or disagree with the author’s main point? Is there a main point?


Talking Points on Ecotourism and holidays

In groups, please discuss the following questions:

Q19.   How important are “holidays” and “leisure time” in your life?

Q20.  “What is the ideal holiday for you? Where will you go?  What will you do? Who will you go with?

Q21.  Have you gone on an ecotour? How did you feel before going? After going? Does school organize any "ecotrips" for the day?

Q22.  Would you go on an ecotour? What factors would be important in your decision whether to go or not to go on an ecotour? 

Q23. Do you think that the goals of ecotourism can be achieved? Why? Why not?

Q24. Are there any examples of ecotourism in your country?  What kind of role 
           does ecotourism play in your country’s development plan?

Q25. What do you think are the ethical issues of ecotourism?  Is it possible 
           to resolve these issues?  Is it necessary to find right answers to these questions?

Q26.  If you were given the authority to decide whether to adopt ecotourism policies for your country, would you do so or not? Why? Why not?

Possible Project Topics

Make an ecotour brochure. Be as creative as possible.

	Research on ecotourism in your country. Create a country profile.


	Imagine that you are in charge of your country’s tourism department. How would you market your country as a prime ecotourist destination?  
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