5.2. The Heart Transplant


My name is Tom.  Now, I am 12 years old and am a 6th grade pupil of an elementary school in New York City, USA.  Last year at this time I was in poor health and had a weak body. I had been a very fragile boy since birth because I had a valve disease of my heart. So, I could not do any exercises in the school. Dr. Smith, my family  doctor, thought that I would not be able to grow up to be a man  because I would die soon. 


One day Dr. Smith said, "Tom, I have very good news for your health. The surgeon at the City Hospital told me that your health will become good by a heart transplant if we can get a donor for you." 


A few weeks later, Dr. Smith called my parents and said to them to bring me to the hospital as soon as possible. We went to the hospital with my parents by a taxi. Dr. Smith said very seriously to me, "Tom, we found a donor for you at last." After listening to the possible benefits and risks, considering that I might soon die and had always been sick, we all thought I should have the operation. With my parent's consent, I underwent the heart transplant operation by the surgeon. My postoperative recovery was good and speedy.


Today, I am in good health and I enjoy jogging for  3 miles, every morning.  

Questions

Q1. Do you think that heart transplants are useful for medical treatment?

A : Yes, or No. 

Why?

Q2. Have you learned about " immunity"?

A : Yes, or No. 

Where, and what did you learn?

Q3. Do you think that the transplanted heart in Tom's body is in good health?

A : Yes, or No. 

Why?

Q4: Do you think that the transplanted heart is beating faster when Tom has been jogging for 3 miles?

A : Yes, or No. 

Q5. Do you think that you would like to donate your heart if you suddenly die, or receive a new heart if it will save your life?

A : Yes, or No. 

Why?

