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Movie Guides and Questions 

Movies can help us think about bioethics while relaxing. Here are a few movie guides. You can also find websites for most movies. Additional movies will be included in the on-line version. 

Whale Rider
Introduction

In a small New Zealand coastal village, Maori people claim descent from "Paikea", the Whale Rider. In every generation for more than a 1000 years, a male heir born to the Chief succeeds to the title. The time is now.  [http://www.whaleriderthemovie.com/]

First scene - Hospital

The Chief's eldest son, Porourangi, fathers twins - a boy and a girl. But the boy and his mother die in childbirth. The surviving baby girl is named Pai. 

Second Scene - Funeral

Grief-stricken, her father leaves her to be raised by her grandparents. Koro, her grandfather who is the Chief, refuses to acknowledge Pai as the inheritor of the Whalerider tradition and claims she is of no use to him. But her grandmother, Flowers, sees more than a broken family line of chiefs she sees a child in desperate need of love.

Third Scene – Pai (the grand daughter) when she is 12 years old

Koro learns to love the child. When Pai's father, Porourangi, now a famous international artist living in Germany, returns home after twelve years, Koro hopes everything is resolved and Porourangi will accept destiny and become his successor. (By the way a Maori greeting is a nose kiss). But Porourangi has no intention of becoming Chief. He has moved away from his people both physically and emotionally. After a bitter argument with Koro, he leaves, suggesting to Pai that she come with him. She starts the journey but quickly returns, claiming her grandfather needs her. 

Fourth Scene – After Porourangi returns to Germany

Koro is blinded by prejudice and even Flowers cannot convince him that Pai is the natural heir. The old Chief is convinced that the tribe's misfortunes began at Pai's birth and calls for his people to bring their 12-year-old boys to him for training. He is certain that through a tough process of teaching the ancient chants, tribal wars and warrior techniques, the future leader of their tribe will be revealed to him. Pai secretly learns these from her uncle.

Fifth Scene – The encounter with the Whales and finding the new chief
Meanwhile, deep within the ocean, a herd of whales is responding, drawn towards Pai and their twin destinies. When the whales become stranded on the beach, Koro is sure this signals an apocalyptic end to his tribe. Until one person prepares to make the ultimate sacrifice to save the people. The Whale Rider.

Questions
1) Do you think the chief of a tribe should be only a male? What about the next Japanese emperor/empress?

2) Why is Pai concerned that the women are smoking? What other lifestyle factors seem bad?

3) What is the image of young Maori persons in the village before the new chief is found? How is that image changed after the new chief is publicly recognized (by the launching of the canoe ("waka"))?

4) How much do you think people can communicate to whales?

5) Any other thoughts? Did you enjoy the movie?

I, Robot

This film is set in 2035A.D. Chicago where robots are programmed to live as servants of humans. Robots are programmed to follow three laws. The scientist who created the robots,  Dr. Lanning, dies and the detective Spooner is called to investigate. As he investigates U.S. Robotics headquarters he finds a robot...  The movie is based on the book, The Complete Robot, by Isaac Asimov, in which he also wrote the laws of robots… Law 1: A robot may not injure a human being, or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to harm. Law 2: A robot must obey the orders given it by human beings except where such orders would conflict with the First Law. Law 3: A robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with the First or Second Law.
Please enjoy the movie and consider the questions below.

Questions

Q1.
What is the meaning of the movie title, “I, Robot”?

Q2.
Do you think Sonny, the robot, was an “imitation of life” or alive?

Q3.
Do you like to buy the latest electronic gadgets? Do you think we would also like to always have new versions of the robots like other machines?

Q4.
Do you think artificial intelligence can become a person? 

Q5.
Have you read Hansel and Gretel?

Frankenstein
The 1931 version of "Frankenstein" is a classic movie, based on a novel written by Mary Shelley in 1816. There have been many remakes of the movie, but please think about the originality of the story, and the themes that have been reused many times since in movies and books. The term "Frankenstein" is applied to many modern scientific research, so it is good to see the original film.

Questions
Please write 300 words total on the 5 questions below, and discuss in a later class.

Q1.
How do you feel about the monster? Was the monster guilty of murder?

Q2.
What sort of scientist was Dr. Frankenstein?

Q3.
Do you think we need scientists like Dr. Frankenstein, who cross the boundaries of accepted morality (i.e. he used dead bodies to rebuild a new body and creature)?

Q4.
If Frankenstein's monster was made by someone, and then you were the scientist who was asked to "deal with the monster", what would you do? Would you try to kill him, or educate him?

Q5.
Do you have any other comments about this movie?

GATTACA

(Columbia Pictures and Jersey Films 1997; Writer: Andrew Niccol)

The star of the movie, Vincent, attempts to hide his genetic identity to work in an elite company called GATTACA Space Corporation. He changes identity to become a “valid” genetic identity, Jerome Morrow. Genoism means genetic discrimination, and although illegal in their society, it occurs everywhere. The film introduces the idea of a society where genetic discrimination is the principle way life is determined, and then goes through Vincent’s family history. [GATTACA is a DNA sequence and most of their society is determined by judgments that they make about how a sequence determines our fate.]

Questions
Q1.
Would you put your faith in nature or God or a geneticist to ensure that your future child has a good genetic start?

Q2.
Do you think it is good to give your child the best start in life by genetic engineering.

Q3.
When Vincent and Anton compete in the game of swimming as chicken, why is the first swim where Vincent wins so important for Vincent to make his decision to pursue his dream?

Q4.
Would you like to have the full DNA sequence of the person you love?

Q5.
Which factors determine our fate and whether we reach our dreams?

Race Against Time 

(Rosemount Productions, 2000)

This movie describes the situation in which persons make a contract to sell their body and all organs, ending their life, by signing contracts with a medical company LifeCorps, Inc. It is a science fiction thriller that challenges several ethical principles, such as the right to commit suicide, and the harvesting of organs from the persons who have signed a contract. The star, Mr. James Gabriel, signs a contract to give his life after one year in return for money to pay for his son’s life-saving medical treatment. However, when he returns to the hospital to pay the money he is told his son is dead, but the company LifeCorps does not allow the contract to be cancelled, and in fact decides that they would like to take his body immediately. A thriller develops.

Questions
Q1.
Do you think people have a right to commit suicide? 

Q2.
Should the same medical company be buying organs and operating hospitals? Who has power over life and death?

Q3.
The early execution of the contract to take his life needs the permission of a judge. Who signs an early retrieval order, in return for some hope? What is his hope?

Q4.
Do you think we should allow tracking devices on people? If yes, for whom?
Q5.
Can medical research sacrifice persons in the hope of a dramatic breakthrough for society?

Q6.
How long would you like to live?

Outbreak
(Warner Brothers, 1995 123 minutes)

Dustin Hoffman plays a US army virologist, Sam Daniels, who is investigating new and emerging diseases. The movie starts with a scene in Zaire, Africa, 1967, with an infection caused by a new virus, Motaba. In order to stop the disease spreading the ultimate measure is taken. Years later, the disease re-emerges in Zaire. Through an imported monkey reaching a Californian town, an Outbreak occurs. The original source of the virus is discovered, and the consequences could be a global pandemic. 

Questions

Q1.
What biosafety measures are used to protect persons from unknown fatal viruses?

Q2.
How effective is quarantine to isolate persons who are infectious?

Q3.
What are the ethical issues in the wild animal trade? Think about the capture, transport and market for animals 

Q4.
Do you trust your government? Do we need strong ethical codes for all branches of the government and professions?

Other movies will have guides developed soon, including:

The Boys From Brazil (1978) Thriller (cloning of Hitler)

Godzilla (1998, or earlier Japanese versions) (radiation causes genetic mutation and giant lizards)

Judgment at Nuremberg (1961) US War/Historical 178 (B&W) (war crime trials from WWII Nazi human experimentation)

Junior (1994) Comedy (male pregnancy)

Jurassic Park (cloning of dinosaurs)

Lorenzo's Oil (alternative medicine for a genetic disorder, Adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD))

Philadelphia (1993) Drama (AIDS)

Please also share ideas for movies that are not only from the Hollywood box office. There are also numerous science fiction movies, and also a number of violent thrillers that look at artificial intelligence and the future. Please consider the recommended age for audiences, and that in many countries students can rent their own videos or DVDs with parental supervision, and still share the ideas on bioethical issues in class.
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