1. Making choices, diversity and bioethics

Q1. Look around the class and see something each person has done to make them look different to other persons? What have they done to look the same?

	Autonomy 
It is easy to see that people are different, if we look at our faces, sizes and the clothes that we wear. This is also true of the personal choices that we make. We may decide to play soccer, read a book, or watch television. We may be pressured by people around us to behave in one way, but ultimately it is our choice. There is a duty to let people make their own choices. 

Autonomy is also expressed in the language of rights, by recognizing the right of individuals to make choices. The challenge of respecting people as equal persons with their own set of values is a challenge for us all. 

One of the assumptions of bioethics is that all human beings have equal rights. There are universal human rights, which should be protected, and recognized. We can argue for the foundation of human rights from secular philosophy or religion. This is different from saying everyone is of equal use to the world. The concept of human rights tries to separate human beings from the concept of how useful a person is.


Q2. What are the limits to personal choice? What factors could we use to make such decisions in your daily life? 
	Justice
Our own autonomy is limited by respect for the autonomy of other individuals in society, and in the world. Those who claim that individual autonomy comes above societal interests need to remember that at major part of protecting society is because it involves many lives. We should give every member in society equal and fair opportunities in life, this is justice. 

Different people have different goals and can have different values. Diversity is part of what we call being human. We should never expect all people to balance the same values in the same way all the time. Diversity of attitudes and characters of human individuals are represented in any one society. It is a paradox that although not everyone has the same opinion, we are in fact not that different. A failing of human thought is that people view their society as being different from another, with sweeping generalizations. Such thinking is often tied to discrimination. 

Future generations are also an essential part of society. People's well-being should be promoted, and their values and choice respected but at the same time, limits must be placed on the pursuit of individual autonomy. 


Q3. “All human beings have equal rights.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement.? 
Q4. Think of a technology in class and have different people say one benefit and one risk, going around the class? How many can you think of?
	     Benefits versus risks 

A fundamental way of reasoning that people have is to balance doing good against a risk of doing harm. Human beings are spiritual beings, sharing emotions such as love and hate, greed and generosity. One of the philosophical ideas of society is to pursue progress. The most cited reason for this is the pursuit of improved medicines and health, which is doing good. A failure to attempt to do good, is a form of doing harm, the sin of omission. This is called the principle of beneficence. This is a powerful argument for further research into ways of improving health and agriculture, and living standards. 

The precise outcome of what we do in nature or medicine is not always certain. This uncertainty can be called a risk of failure or chance of success. Ignorance of the consequences means caution in using new techniques, and in our actions, so we try to minimize or avoid doing harm.  Balancing the benefits and risks of scientific technology are not always easy, and a first step is to identify the possible benefits and risks to different people and parts of our world.


Q5. Think of cases where we need to balance the benefits of some action versus the autonomy of persons to make free choices?
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