2. Ethical limits of animal use

Q1. How do you feel about animals? 
Animal rights refers to the claim that animals have certain rights. All people are members of Homo sapiens, one of the millions of species alive on the planet Earth. Fundamentally we should ask whether humans are a special form of life. Are humans different from other living creatures? 
In most people's minds there are some differences between animals and plants. One significant difference between animals and plants is the capacity to feel pain. In practice one important criteria we use in judging the use of animals is whether it causes pain or not. [see extra reading on PAIN]. Let us consider some of the factors that people use to discuss animal rights.

Q2. Is there an ideal of doing no harm to living organisms? 

Q3. Is pain always bad? Is causing pain bad? 
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We can think of ethical factors intrinsic to the organism itself, and others that are external to it. A summary of some factors for judging animal use is below: 

	Intrinsic Ethical Factors
	Extrinsic Ethical Factors

	- Pain 
- Self-awareness
- Conscious of others
- Ability to plan for the future 
- Value of being alive
	- Human Necessity / Desire 
- Human sensitivity to animal suffering 
- Brutality in Humans 
- Effect on other animals
- Religious status of animals 
- What is natural 


Q4. Can you think of intrinsic, and extrinsic ethical factors that could be weighed whether you should use the following animals in biology classes? a)  Dissection of cow eyeball.  b) Frog dissection. c) Keeping woodlice at school. d) Catching butterflies to bring to school. e) Other cases you have used in class.
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