Introduction to the textbook project on Bioethics

Objectives of this book are to provide a free on-line resource teachers and students can use to learn about bioethics, and think more widely about life. A variety of styles are used, and we would like feedback from teachers, students, anyone who wishes to give it. 

List serves have been set up in English and Japanese, and home pages also in both languages. Everyone is welcome to join. The Eubios Ethics Institute website has about 1500 files available for download, and regular News updates. Further copies of chapters and updates, teachers guides, evaluation sheets, etc. are available upon request.

Internet site <http://www.biol.tsukuba.ac.jp/~macer/betext.htm>

Internet site (Japanese) <http://www.biol.tsukuba.ac.jp/~macer/betextj.htm>

English listserve <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Bioethicseducation/>

Japanese listserve <http://www.egroups.co.jp/group/JapanBioethicsEducation/> 

Some basic questions include:
What is bioethics?

Do you think it is important in your daily life?

What are ethical problems?  

Bioethics could be defined as the study of ethical issues and decision-making associated with the use of living organisms. 
·  Bioethics includes both medical ethics and environmental ethics. 
·  Bioethics is learning how to balance different benefits, risks and duties. 
· Concepts of bioethics can be seen in literature, art, music, culture, philosophy, and religion, through history.
· It is not about thinking that we can always find one correct solution to ethical problems.  
Ethical principles and issues need to be balanced. Many people already attempt to do so unconsciously. The balance varies more within any culture than between any two. A mature society is one that has developed some of the social and behavioural tools to balance these bioethical principles, and apply them to new situations raised by technology. 

In order to have a sustainable future, we need to promote bioethical maturity. We could call the bioethical maturity of a society the ability to balance the benefits and risks of applications of biological or medical technology. It is also reflected in the extent to which public views are incorporated into policy-making while respecting the duties of society to ensure individual's informed choice. Awareness of concerns and risks should be maintained, and debated, for it may lessen the possibility of misuse of these technologies. Other important ideals of bioethics such as autonomy and justice need to be protected and included in balancing benefits and risks.
